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eloquence of Brougham, or Zachary Macaulay's array
of facts and evidence, or the  pleadings  of Fowell
Buxton and Wilberforce and Whitbread ?   The House
of Commons of that day was not responsible to the
English public.    It was responsible only to the owners,
of the  constituencies   which held an   overpowering
majority in the House of Commons.    At one time
the  Peers who sat in the House of Lords had, as
owners of the soil in this place and   that, a direct
control over a large  number of votes  in what was
ordinarily called the  Representative Chamber.    On
such questions as that of Slavery and  its  abolition
most of the landowners held  firmly together.    An
interference with the rights of those who owned pro-
perty in the West Indies might become but a precedent
for an interference with the rights of those who held
property  in   England;   and   the   right  of property
seemed  in   the minds  of many at that time to be
something so sacred that no inquiry as to its opera-
tion, its origin, its justice, or its divinely appointed
mission could be allowed without dread of the ven-
geance of Heaven.    Then again there were difficulties
of another kind.    Some of the West Indian Colonies,
and places also like Demerara, were governed directly
from Westminster, and were in fact what are called
Crown Colonies ; but some, Hke Jamaica, for instance,
and other West Indian islands, had a sort of repre-
sentative  system of their own and a kind of local
parliament which managed their affairs,    Now it was
easy to imagine, and the imagination was only too
well justified by the facts, that the Colonies which had
any manner of local government would wax highly